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In the matter of: ) 
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a Binding 
Ruling the 

CITY or TACOMA WASHINGTON 

CASE NO. DRW-047 

DECISION 

and 

ORDER 

DECISION NO. 95 PECB 

THIS MATTER come on before the unders upon a on 

the of Tacoma, by their Labor .Relations 10 

11 

12 

13 

W Judd; the International Brotherhood of Workers 

Mr. F G Enslow and Mr B. Condon; and 

all the evidence memoranda and supporting documents; 

14 and 

15 and 

made and entered 

the 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS 

16 NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

17 The ion by the City of Tacoma for a 

and the the 18 be 

19 Tacoma City are declared as not employees" as 

20 RCW 41.56.030 (2) (c) 
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WILLARD G. OLSON 
ASSOCIATE CHIEF LABOR MEDIATOR 

Unit of 
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In the matter of: 

BEFORE THE 
PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

CASE NO. DRW-047 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND 
CITY OF TACOMA, WASHINGTON 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) CONCLUSIONS or LA w 

THIS MATTER come on before the upon a ion filed by 

the City of Tacoma, through Labor Mr Hugh W. Judd on 

29 1976 a binding from the Employment 

Relations Commission that supervisory at Tacoma City are 

not employees" as by RCW 41.56.030 (2) (c) The 

Brotherhood of Local No. 483, in to the 

their counsel, Mr F. G. Enslow and Mr David B Condon 

In dated 25 1976 and March 2, 1976 the above were 

to submit relevant to the not 

later than 8, 1976 Memorandums were received 

from both the Union and the on April 8, 1976 and were 

of Tacoma City The memorandums been 

and evidence and documents the 

and advised the , now makes the 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

THE CITY OF TACOMA on January 29 1976 for a 

, as in RCW 34 04.080, that at Tacoma 

are not as RCW 41.56.030 (2) (c). 

II 

THE CITY OF TACOMA, WASHINGTON is a within the 

RCW 56 020 and RCW l~l.56.030 (1). 

III 

THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS, LOCAL NO 483 is a 

"labor 

Findings and 
Conclusions - 1 

of RCW 56.010 and is a 

of 
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the of RCW 41.56 030 (3) 

IV 

The of Tacoma, on November 13 1972 gave to I B E.W. 

Local 483 as the 

4125 
5125 
5135 
5136 
5145 
5235 
5250 
5251 
5271 
5276 
5265 
5266 
2130 
2126 

on the 

was reached in 

March 31, 1976 The 

of the classes of 

(3) 

(1) 
ant Underground and (JJ 

and Substation 
Alarm Supervisor (1) 

Signal Supervisor (1) 
Overhead System (1) 

System ( 1) 
( 1) 

(1) 

v 

contract between the Union and the City cov-

Unit" in the of 

of 1975 to be effective from April 1, 1975 

of Labor and was not of the agree-

ment letter from Mr. Ronald L of I.B.E.W Local 483 on July 23, 1975. 

No. U-4719, the ~ was adopted the City Council on 

14 1976 and the document was signed by all on February 26 

(As the result o:f a error, the year shown on the agreement 

but should read The contract added one to the bar-

and altered the title of two: 5250 became "Assistant 

5251 became Substation Supervisor"; and new number 5263 was 

the title of Distribution Supervisor". The 

of (15) ions with nineteen (19) supervisors 

VI 

The head of the Division is the who to the 

Ut The chart shows the 

the Division The are the 

are shown in boxes The chart also shows the of and the 

number which ranges from a low of (5) to a high of one hundred and 

two (102) 
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CITY OF TACOMA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

LIGHT DIVISION 

Manager, Elec:1rn:al 01sH1bu1ion 

LIGHT SUPERINTENDENT 

~Secr'1a"I 
Chief Engineer Power Manager 

F''"''°" I I I '"'1 "' •.. 
1 ·~"" 

I 
D><th'ad I 
Sys1em 

Supervisor 

Assis1an1 

Overhead 
Supervisor 

40 Linemen 
1 SerY1ce 

Dispatcher 
8 L.ne 

Foremen 
9 Working 

Line 
Foremen 

28 Etectricat 
Helpers 

12 Line 
Mate,1atm~n 

2 Etecir1ca1 
Ut1htymen 

2 E1ecrr1cat 
Sen.i.::~ 

A•cie> 

Tot~l .l[lJ E'T'lp1c1«'•" 

Underground 
Re-sKlen11al 

OnHibu1ion 

Supervisor 

2Wod,1ng 
Foremen 
Linemen 

2Working 
Fo~men 
Wiremen 

3 Linemen 
3 Wiremen 
7 E1ectr1cat 

Helpers 

I Chief I Chief Ch tel 

Elec:1rn:al Elec:tric:al Elec:rnc:al 

lttspec:10r Ois1r1bu11on Plan I 

Engineer Engineer 

AssiS1an1 I 
I 

Assis1an1 

Chtef Chiel 

Elec:Hic:a! 

I 
Elec:mc:al 

lnspec:1or Plan I 

Engineer 

9 Etectricat 
Inspectors 

3 Clertcat 

11 Engineers 15 Engineers 
10 Aides 3 Aides 

3 Suryey 
Crev.-

1 Technician 
3 Clericals 

Sec:re1ary 

I 
Communica1ions 

Superyisor 

2 Communications 
Technicians It 

5 Communications 
Technicians 1 

1 Etectricat Helper 

I General 
Subs1a1ion 
Superyis.or 

~ssi•1an1 
bs1a1ion 
pen11sor 

6 Area Wire 
Foremen 

4 Working 
Foremen 
Wiremen 

27 Wiremen 
20 Electrical 
Hel~ 

3 Painters 
1 Painter 

Foreman 
1 Carpenter 
1 Carpenter 

Foreman 
1 Machinist 
1 \·\letder 
6 Etectricat 

Wiremen 
3 Line 

Materiatmen 
2 Linemen 
1 Etectricat 

Hetper 

Aide 

Relay and 

Meter 

Supervisor 

3 Relay & 

""""' Techntcmn II 
5 Relay & ,.,..,., 

Technician t 
8 Electrical 

Metermen 
3 EJ.ectricat 
Hetpe~ 

2 Clencats 

Chief Special 

Mechanical Proiecn 

Engineer Engineer 

1 Engineer 
1 Aide 

Chtef 

Civil 

Engineer 

3 Engineers 
3Aides 
3 Technicians 
3 SurYey Crew 

Power Power Consumer Supervisor Genera1tons 

Opera1ions Supply SerYice Fisheries & Supervisor 

SuperYisor Supervisor Manager Recrea1ion 

I 
Chief 

Power 

Oispa1cher 

1 Power 
Scheduler 

1"'Power 
Scheduter 
Assistan1 

9 Load 
Dispatchers 

22 Substation 
Operators 

9Assistant 
SubStation 
Ope-rators 

1 Senior 
Engineer 
Aide 

1 Power 4Conwltants 1 Technic;.n 
Analyst 10 Appliance 

2 Engineers Sernc•mon 
1 Techni<:h>n 3 Warehouse 
1 AKJe Technicians 

2 Home 
Economists 

4 Cledcats 

Senior 

Hydro 
P1an1 

Superyisor 

Hydro 
Plan1 

SuperviSOI 

9 Hydro 
Plant 
Operators 

3 Hydro 
Plant 
Wiremen 

3 POWt?r 
Plant 
Me<::hanics 

12 Hydro 
Utility men 

1 Fisheries 
Technician 

Senior Senior Srnam 

Hydro Hydro Pfan1 

Pfan1 Plan1 Supervisor 

Superyisor Supervisor 

I 
Hydro Hydro 

Plan1 Plan1 

Supervisor Supervisor 

8 Hydro 9 Hydro 3 SeniOt" 
Plant Plant Steam 
Ope~atars Operators Plant 

2 Power 1 As.sistant Operators 
Plant Hydro 2 Junior 
Mechanics Plant Steam 

1 Hydro Opera tar Plant 
Plant 1 Power Operators 
Wireman Plant 

11 Hydro Mechanic 
Utilitymen 1 Hydro 

Plant 
Wireman 

13 Hydro 
Utilitymen 

J<inua' / 1 97E 
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Tacoma is a 

VII 

of the of Public ies of the 

of Tacoma which also includes the Water Division and the Belt Line 

The 

steam 

owns and 

The 

hydro electric and has two 

has total assets of over 320 dollars 

and serves 86,750 customers The Division 493 employees 375 of 

which are I B E W 483 

VIII 

(5271) is not The Alarm 

tional chart because the pos 

to the 

The s 

izational chart because the 

class ion to the 

is the City Fire 

and 

IX 

(5276) is not 

ion is in the Traffic 

Chief and 

x 

in the 

This class 

es five ( 5) 

in the City 

Division 

(9) 

organ 

This 

were received from the Communicat (4125 Chief 

Power cher (5125) 

cal (2126) 

has the to 

off recall, 

attached job 

show a broad range of 

Each af fiant a 

ities the 

res pons 

and Meter 

(5263), Fire Alarm 

of 

for 

of these 

recommend to 

reward or 

of 

XI 

Underground 

(5271) Signal 

(2130) and Assistant Chief 

(8) employees that each 

transfer suspend 

employees all refer to 

The job ions 

freedom and independence 

with the of 

or the City , and all 

labor relations. 

An received from Vernon Neal Purdy, Plant 

(5135) to effect recommend any of the <les-

cribed above in He states that the attached job ion is sub-

accurate but involvement the formulation of 

4 



XII 

l An from Frank Overhead (5265) 

2 any of the supervisory actions described in Finding No. X 

3 

4 any 

5 XIII 

6 The of Tacoma submitted a bound volume of , 297 pages, support 

7 of the The I.B E.W. Local 483 cov-

8 's the to management 

9 in the Procedure With the ion of one 

10 Mr the shows the 

11 natures on documents or by in one or more of the 

12 Committee, contract 

13 leaves of absence pro-

14 permanent 

15 transfers, reviews, , and pos 

16 

17 XIV 

18 The Overhead (5265), Mr Frank , assumed 

19 that in January 1976 and no was included 

20 however, to Mr. 

21 (p 86 88) This 102 

22 

23 xv 

24 There are three (5135) and the above-re Ferenc~ 

leaves 

Plant 

25 from one of them Mr claim most appears to 

2G The (pp. 225 thru 245) shows that these 

27 of absence , and evaluate employees. 

28 Mr appears on pages 233 234, 243 and 245. 

29 XVI 

30 The 's is based upon a above the under 

31 no case is less than 7'?6 do not receive the 

32 pay fo:r hour's worked the normal work week In some instances 

33 with hous and which are not furnished to 



l 

2 XVII 

3 In a by the s Unit of I.B.E.W. Local 483 on 

(p. 283) 

from the Union or 

6 be in of the and of the Union. 

7 XVIII 

8 An was from Mr Paul W. Becker, Jr , who and 

9 the of Public Utilities Labor Relations and Personnel Pro-

10 grams In December 1975 to have the a 

11 memorandum on coverage to all A number of those memorandums 

12 were not and one related that he had been advised by the 

13 Union not to them. 

14 XIX 

15 were from Mr. Ronald M. Button, Director of Works 

16 of the City of Tacoma, relating to the Supervisor; and from Mr. Tony ' 

17 of the of Tacoma, relating to the Fire Alarm Supervisor. 

18 Both des the of the as the 

19 to recommend the actions described in Finding No. X 

20 xx 

21 The City of Tacoma the on the basis that the Supervisory 

22 employees are not "pub 11 as in the statute because they fall 

of RCW 41. 56 030 ( 2) ( c) in that they act as 

24 istrative and have 

25 XXI 

2G I.B E.W Local No 483 urges that the ion be dismissed because "super-

27 " are not 

28 be 

29 to 

30 From the 

31 makes the 

32 

33 

,3 

and 
Conclusions 6 

excluded by the statute and urges that a con-

to RCW 41 56.030 (2) which collective 

of Fact the Public Employment Commissio 
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2 

3 

4 by 

The 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

I 

Commission has j 

of RCW 41 56 and RCW 34 04 

5 II 

over matter 

6 Precedents set by the State of Washington Department of Labor and Industries 

7 have excluded 

8 SK-1216 SK-1395 0-1510 and 0-1573 

9 

10 The 

11 type who are not 

12 and are thus excluded from the 

from the of the Act in Cases 

III 

of "manageria " 

RCW 41.56.030 (2) (c) 

of 

Employees as 

ions of Act as a matter of law. 

IV 

14 The by The City of Tacoma shall therefore be 

15 Dated 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2G 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
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